Organisers Comments British Sprint Champs Sept.6th 2014 at Keele University.
Apart from a problem with the radio control and countless electric wires needing CAT scans, the organising went very well, at first.  Keele were supportive and it was possible to place everything centrally, all within 300 metres i.e. enquiries, toilets, start, finish, download, car parks, presentation and boards for results and info.  

That was until Tuesday 2nd only 4 days before the event!  We happened to call in to Keele for further CAT scans.  We found road works, bus diversions and pipeworks with deep wide trenches.  These were all started in the last few days and nobody told us!  It would have been worse if we had found out on Friday 5th.  This meant that 4 controls could not be used.  All the maps were already printed and delivered.  We saw the estate office and the contractors.  It was impossible to change the bridge.  The planner went through all the C1 maps, by hand, and marked the bridge uncrossable.  This caused a written complaint, to the jury, from 1 competitor.
We hoped to solve the other 3 problems.  Had the planner known earlier, he could have changed the position of the controls, as he had already done before, at the request of the grounds people. Two problems were solved.  We were told, after 5 p.m. on Friday, that one could not be solved (a deep trench and pipe).  Therefore, a Wrekin controller, seconded to the start team, had to mark OOB on the blank maps in the start lanes.  Again, this caused complaints, as some competitors felt this should have been on the map.  It was an excellent start, with all the team in red T shirts with white logo, well done.
Road works meant public bus routes were altered, so we had to provide more manned crossings.

Also, on Tuesday 2nd, I was told that we could not use the Students Union ground floor because of a handicapped group.  This meant that reception (enquiries) dibber collection, T. shirt collection, collection of campsite letters and money had to be found another home.  Most were moved outside, as fortunately it did not rain.  Dibber collection went inside the exit door of download.  This, especially enquiries, was not ideal and not easily seen.  Despite giving it out on the P.A. system several times, few people got to the snack bar and restaurant.  This was sad as the food outlets opened specially for us.
The download was unaffected and went ahead smoothly; my grateful thanks to Michael Napier and the POTOC team of helpers.  This progressed well, partly because we said no entries on the day, no late starters and no punch starts.  
Despite several reminders given out on the P.A. system, bought T shirts were not all collected.  I still have:-

1 small T shirt for Gillian Edgar HAVOC

1 medium T shirt for John Orton NWO
Could these people please contact me to arrange collection.

If anyone else wants to buy a commemorative T shirt please email or ring me, as I have several medium size ones left.

Lost property:-  1 pair of glasses

                           1 camera zoom lens found on the car park under a car

I can only apologise for the group that, unknown to me, set up an area near one control, after 9.30, to practise dowsing (divining).  They were at Keele, at a conference centre, and should not have interfered with any of our controls.  This area was marked off with red tape a.s.a.p., but some people still had problems.
First Aid was well covered.  We had 8 qualified First Aiders available and a first responder (when he was not called out).  It did help with everything being within 300 metres and only minor injuries.

Litter was dealt with by young POTOC members, who also helped at presentation.  Thanks to Angela Dale from Keele and the controller Chris Burden who presented the medals, vouchers and Buffs.
This sort of event would never be possible without countless unpaid volunteers.  We are a small club and were lucky to get help, on the day, from several Wrekin members and 1 Walton Chaser.  I owe you all a big vote of thanks.

Sally Pygott from British Orienteering plus Mark, as well as supplying some equipment, helped set up finish and watched the children at the presentation.

As far as was humanly possible, we tried to make this an enjoyable and successful day, for most people, competitors and spectators.  We did receive some positive comments from many people.  I, as organiser, took the brunt of the complaints.  Sadly, too many were necessary, at a major competition, to bring to my attention competitors running out of bounds, ignoring uncrossable hedges or barriers and so banging into other   competitors.  Some even tried to warm up on course i.e. out of bounds, despite being told by officials.  In my opinion, orienteers should win, by their ability, on the day.

                           Brenda Morgan Organiser POTOC
N.B.  Apologies for the late date of these comments – 95 year old mothers` illness (4 hours journey up to the N.E.)

